In MEMORy OF ETTORE GRIMAldI
Ettore Grimaldi (1934 Grimaldi ( -2015 was one of the brightest and active ichthyologists in Italy. He was a man of great enthusiasm, boundless energy and great curiosity. He was a person with an open mind.
He originally visited the Institute of Pallanza in June 1957 as a master student at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Milan. He was formally called back by the Director Vittorio Tonolli, as a research assistant in 1962. Together with Dr. Andrè Berg, a scientists of the EURATOM (now Joint Research Center of European Union), and life-long good friend, he led a team studying fish ecology and food web interactions in Lake Maggiore. At the time, this northern Italian lake was facing eutrophication and chemical pollution.
Ettore's studies were fundamental in defining the main characteristics of the native and introduced pelagic species of Lake Maggiore. His publications on the biology of the fish in this large lake still represent a milestone in the national and international literature. Ettore was also scientifically very active in the field of fish parasitology and ichthyo pathology of both, wild and reared fish, a passion which stemmed from his universities studies. More broadly he was a qualified limnologist. Ettore was the Director of the Italian Institute of Hydrobiology of Pallanza from 1979 to 1983. He then moved to a permanent position as Associate Professor of Hydrobiology and Fish Rearing at the University of Milan, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine.
Ettore was more than, simply, a scientist. During his tenure at the Italian Institute of Hydrobiology, he was appointed by Prof. Tonolli as director of the Consortium for the Fishery of Lake Maggiore, an Institution belonging to the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and a position he covered from 1964 to 1971. He became involved with the world of lake fisheries and continued to be actively involved until death. Ettore was involved in many activities and roles of institutional responsibility in the management of fish and fisheries in Italian waters, which included lakes to transitional and marine waters. For example, he was a member, from 1979 to his death, heading it from 1990 to 2005, of the International Commission for the protection of Italian-Swiss Waters, the Consortium for the Fishery of the Regione Veneto and he was the Secretary of the Italian-Swiss Committee for Fishery.
Ettore had the capacity to transfer his contagious enthusiasm, seriousness and knowledge, to a large audience. He dedicated part of his life to ongoing education and educational activities such as book writing and attending conferences and lectures at Universities, regional and National Institutions.
Ettore was a husband, a father and a grandfather. He was also a father figure to many of his students and colleagues, a man of great humanity, and sense of humour.
Ciao, Ettore. Pietro volta, Alcide Calderoni CNR-ISE Largo Tonolli 50 28922 Verbania Pallanza (VB), Italy
